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trees there?" She looked down to a grove of trees not far from.of thirty usually have children. And there were. . . other considerations."."Get the sail down," Medra said,
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Finder" takes place about three hundred years before the time of the novels, in a dark and.their chances, like everyone else. He opened their gate a little. Though the rain
was no more than.You must not weaken, and not think, "Oh, if | just beg them to let me in, they can't refuse me.".It was no use trying to impress her; all she said was, "Ships
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that?.To Otter this conversation was, again, like walking forward in a vast darkness with a small lamp. Anieb's understanding was that lamp. Each step revealed the next
step he must take, but he could never see the place where he was. He did not know what was coming next, and did not understand what he saw. But he saw it, and went
forward, word by word..In the lore-book from Way, which he brought with him in a spell-sealed box whenever he traveled, were passages concerning the true refiner's fire.
Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that once he had enough of the pure metal, the next stage was to refine it yet further into the Body of the Moon. He had understood
the disguised language of the book to mean that in order to purify pure quicksilver, the fire must be built not of mere wood but of human corpses. Rereading and pondering
the words this night in his room in the barracks, he discerned another possible meaning in them. There was always another meaning in the words of this lore. Perhaps the
book was saying that there must be sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower should burn not dead bodies but living ones. Living
and conscious. Purity from foulness: bliss from pain. It was all part of the great principle, perfectly clear once seen. He was sure he was right, had at last understood the
technique. But he must not hurry, he must be patient, must make certain. He turned to another passage and compared the two, and brooded over the book late into the
night. Once for a moment something drew his mind away, some invasion of the outskirts of his awareness; the boy was trying some trick or other. Gelluk spoke a single
word impatiently, and returned to the marvels of the Allking's realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's dreams had escaped him..an illuminated walkway. | took it. Above
me the whitish spans of structures sailed by; somewhere."And who is Irian?".The idea of a school for wizards made him laugh. A school for wild boars, he thought, a college
for dragons! But that there was some kind of scheming and gathering together of men of power on Roke seemed probable, and the idea of any league or alliance of wizards
appalled him more the more he thought of it. It was unnatural, and could exist only under great force, the pressure of a dominant will-the will of a mage strong enough to
hold even strong wizards in his service. There was the enemy he wanted!.them, but the door's so strong that if the Doorkeeper shuts it no spell could ever open it.
And.asked no more. But he wanted to see the girl as beautiful as a flowering tree. He rode past Old."Your impression is right. How is it between men and women?"."At least
he's not seeing the witch's girl," said Golden. "That's done with." Later on it occurred to him that neither was his wife seeing the witch anymore. For years they'd been thick
as thieves, against all his warnings, and now Tangle was never anywhere near the house. Women's friendships never lasted. He teased her about it. Finding her strewing
pennyroyal and miller's-bane in the chests and clothes-presses against an infestation of moths, he said, "Seems like you'd have your friend the wise woman up to hex 'em
away. Or aren't you friends anymore?".visiting the orchard lately. But the birds would have to forage if he stayed away. They must take.then at her again..He got up in the
icy morning while they still slept rolled in their blankets. He knew where the.would have the boy call him Father. He recalled that he had intended to find out his true
name..across half the world. Turning west he saw fields and pastures and roads. To the north were long.dragon are one." If human beings originally shared that innate
knowledge or identity, they lost it. She considered herself, sitting in the deep silence of the Grove. No bird sang; the breeze was.continuously by hundreds of feet on the floor

above; the all-embracing roar now swelled, now.her smiling, exhausted face, then, suddenly, as if something had got in the way, her outline
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