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lull himself to sleep by summoning into his mind's eye a lovely but calculatedly monotonous scene of gentle waves breaking on a moonlit shore..This seemed to be a

statement of great mystery and beauty, and Agnes was still contemplating it when the last of the ice melted on her tongue. Instead of more ice, sleep was spooned into her,

as dark and rich as baker's chocolate..On one particular street in Bright Beach, however, the most significant event of the year occurred on a pleasant afternoon in early

April, when Barty, now nine years old, climbed to the top of the great oak and perched there in triumph, king of the tree and master of his blindness..A siren in the city wailed

toward St. Mary's. An ambulance. Through streets bustling with hope, always this lament for the dying..Her voice grew thinner when she spoke to Angel, but in this new

frailty, Barty heard such love that he shook at the power of it. "God's in you, Angel, so strong you shine, and nothing bad at all.".Of course, he also might have shot off his
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own thumbs as double insurance against being drafted and sent to Vietnam..Agnes added this stop to her route at the request of Reverend Tom Collins, the local Baptist

minister whose folks unthinkingly gave him the name of a cocktail. She was friendly with all the clergymen in Bright Beach, and her pie deliveries favored no one creed..At

the conclusion of the ceremony, he relinquished his secondhand sight. He would live in darkness until Easter of 1986, though every minute of the day was brightened by his

wife.."-though this Tom now has a rhinoceros-smacked face, this other Tom, in his own world, has an ordinary face. Poor him, so ordinary.".This is, of course, the purpose

of art: to disturb you, to leave you uneasy with yourself and wary of the world, to undermine your sense of reality in order to make you reconsider all that you think you

know. The finest art should shatter you emotionally, devastate you intellectually, leave you physically ill, and fill you with loathing for those cultural traditions that bind us and

weigh us down and drown us in a sea of conformity. Junior had learned this much, already, from his art appreciation course..The apartment had been furnished with only

two padded folding chairs and a bare mattress in the living room. The mattress was on the floor, without benefit of a bed frame or box springs..Holding up his misshapen

hands, knobby knuckles toward Agnes, Obadiah said, "How do you think they became like this?".As woe begone a widower as anyone could expect, Junior spent every

night home alone. By Sunday, he'd slept without companionship eight nights since being discharged from the hospital..As though the fog were a paralytic gas, Junior stood

unmoving in the middle of the sidewalk. He really didn't want to climb into that Dumpster..He knew that he needed to get a grip on himself. But he could not keep his

breathing slow and deep, couldn't remember any of Zedd's other foolproof methods of self-control, couldn't recall a single useful meditative technique..Now, since he didn't

intend to date this woman again, he grabbed the only chance he might ever have to learn the intimate, eccentric details of her life. He began in her kitchen, with the

contents of the refrigerator and cupboards, concluding his tour in her bedroom..the stems, thorns sharp against his tongue. And then Agnes. Agnes in the yard,

screaming.Although the piano was at some distance and the restaurant was a little noisy, Kathleen recognized the tune at once. She looked up from her veal, her eyes full

of merriment..When Junior cut open a grapefruit for breakfast, he didn't find a quarter in it..She leaned against the apartment door for a long moment, holding on to the

doorknob and to the thumb-turn of the second deadbolt, as though she were convinced that if she let go, she would float off the floor like a cloud-stuffed child..Friday night,

he slept more soundly than he'd slept since coming home from the pharmacy to discover Joshua Nunn and the paramedic in solemn silence at Perri's bedside. He didn't

dream of trekking across a wasteland, neither salt flats nor snow-whipped plains of ice, and when he woke in the morning, he felt rested in body, mind, and soul..That

evening, he was filled with a greater sense of adventure than he'd felt since arriving in the city from Oregon. Consequently, he treated himself to three glasses of a superb

Bordeaux and a filet mignon in the same elegant hotel lounge where he had dined on his first night in San Francisco, almost three years earlier..Looking from one to

another of his companions, Tom said, "When I think of everything that had to happen to bring us here tonight, the tragedies as well as the happy turns of fortune, when I

think of the many ways things might have been, with all of us scattered and some of us never having met, I know we belong here, for we've arrived against all odds." His

gaze traveled back to Agnes, and he gave her the answer that he knew she hoped to hear. "This boy and this girl were born to meet, for reasons only time will reveal, and

all of us ... we're the instruments of some strange destiny.".At the open kitchen door, arms laden with a stack of four bakery boxes, her mother said, "Will you get those last

four pies for me there on the table? And don't jostle them, dear.".Although her hands were shaking and her knees felt as though they might buckle, Agnes lifted two pies off

the table.."It's a boy," Joey assured her, as though he had been given a vision. Thick blood sluiced across his lower lip, down his chin, bright arterial blood. "Baby, no," she

pleaded..Supposing that this new enthusiasm was an attempt to uncover skullduggery in Seraphim's accident, then the girl would be doing Junior a service even after her

demise. Whether or not the traffic accident was an accident, Junior hadn't had anything to do with it..Paul was nearest to that corner when he halted Grace in her rush

toward certain death. Before he quite realized what he was doing, he found that he'd flung open the door and climbed half the single long flight of steps, as surefooted as

Doc Savage or the Saint, or the Whistler, or any of the other pulp-fiction heroes whose exploits had for so long been his adventures by proxy..They sat in silence, and the

moment held such an extraordinary quality of expectation that Kathleen would not have been surprised if the vanished quarter had suddenly appeared in midair and

dropped, winking brightly, to the center of Nolly's desk, there to spin with perpetual motion, until Vanadium chose to pluck it up..Unerringly, in the darkness, he found her

face with both hands. Smoothed her brow. Traced her eyes with fingertips. Her nose, her lips. Her cheeks..Hope was the handmaid to Agnes's faith. She always held fast to

the belief that the future would be bright, but right now she was hesitant to test that optimism even with a harmless card reading. Yet, as with the fifth place setting, she was

reluctant to object..Wally's own house was in the same neighborhood, a block and a half away, a three-story Victorian gem that he entirely occupied..Earlier, he had placed

an open fifth of vodka on the table, in front of Victoria. The nurse, no longer in the chair, sprawled on the floor as if she had emptied another bottle before this one..With a

tenderness that surprises and moves Celestina, the tall nurse closes the dead girl's eyes. She opens a fresh, clean sheet and places it over the body, from the feet up,

covering the precious face last of all..Of firm but pliable rubber, custom-formed to his disfigured foot, a shoe insert filled the void left by his missing toe. This simple aid

ensured that virtually all footwear was comfortable, and by November, Junior walked with no discernible limp.."Money's no object. I can afford whatever you'd like to charge.

And I'd be a diligent student.".Agnes remained mystified by this talk, but a week before, in the rain-swept cemetery, she had learned there was substance to it..He had

noted all seven names on the bassinets, but he read them again. He sensed in their names-or in one of their names-the explanation for his seemingly mad perception of a

looming threat..Although he was seventy-six, Tom still worked for Pie Lady Services. They had no set retirement age for staff, and Father Tom expected to die at his work.

"And if it's a pie-caravan day, just leave my old carcass where I drop until you make all the deliveries. I won't be responsible for anyone missing a promised pie.".Pecan

cakes, cinnamon custard pies boxed in insulated coolers, gifts wrapped with bright paper and glittery ribbons. Agnes Lampion made deliveries to those friends who were on

her list of the needful, but also to friends who were blessed with plenty. The sight of each beloved face, each embrace, each kiss, each smile, each cheerfully spoken "Merry

Christmas" at every stop fortified her heart for the sad task awaiting her when all gifts were given..While the doctor proceeded with his evening rounds, the nurse remained

with Junior until it was clear that the tranquilizer had calmed him and that he was no longer in danger of succumbing to another bout of hemorrhagic vomiting..Junior felt

unspeakably violated. This was outrageous: the inarguably personal, very private contents of his stomach, scooped into a plastic evidence bag, without his permission,

without even his knowledge..Kitchen to dining room, dining room to hallway, keeping his back to the wall, easing quickly along, then into the foyer. Wait here,
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listening.."Holding fast to the boy's right foot, Jacob observed that one elevator might descend safely but that if they took two, one or the other was certain to crash to the

bottom of the shaft, considering the unreliability of all machinery made by man.."Possible complications include cerebral hemorrage, pulmonary edema, kidney failure,

necrosis of the liver, coma-to name a few.".The reverend made the first toast, speaking so softly that his tremulous words seemed to bloom in Celestina's mind and heart

rather than to fall upon her ears. "To gentle Phimie, who is with God.".Frowning, Panglo, said, "Terrible, you're right, so many terrible things happen, but I don't see why

trains-".The instant he flipped the coin, he opened both hands-palms up, fingers spread-with a distracting flourish..All day, for reasons he couldn't quite put into words,

Junior had carried that quarter in a pocket of his bathrobe. From time to time, he had taken it out to examine it..He'd been a godsend to Celestina, because his love of

children and a new sense of fun that he'd discovered in himself were showered on Angel. He was Uncle Wally. Waddling Wally, Wobbly Wally, Wally Walrus, Wally

Werewolf. Wally Wit Duh Funny Accents. Wiggle Eared Wally. Whistling Wally. Wrangler Wally. He was Good Golly Wally the Friend of All Polliwogs. Angel adored him,

adored him, and he could have loved her no more if she had been one of the sons that he had lost. Overwhelmed by her classes, her waitressing job, her painting,

Celestina could always count on Wally to step in to share the child rearing. He wasn't merely Angel's honorary uncle, but her father in all senses except the legal and

biological; he wasn't just her doctor, but a guardian angel who fretted over her mildest fever and worried about all the ways the world could wound a child.."Everyone knows

about Vanadium. He's a crusader, self-appointed champion of truth, justice, and the American way. A holy fool, if you will. With the case closed, he has no authority to

harass you.".She hadn't looked up from her sketching. Although Junior thought she hadn't seen him, she'd apparently been aware of him all along..On Thursday, January 4,

he used his John Pinchbeck identity to purchase a new Ford van with a cashier's check. He leased a private garage space in the Pinchbeck name, near the Presidio, and

stored the van there..All these punctures in the wall. Gouges. Slashes. So much rage required to make them..Instead, he focused on the hand in the flashlight beam: four

long, thin, chalk-white digits bent to the heel; thumb thrust up stiffly, as though Neddy hoped to hitchhike out of the Dumpster, out of death, and back to his piano in the

cocktail lounge on Nob Hill.."When you didn't answer the doorbell, man, I just knew what must have happened," Chicane told Junior.."Get this through your head, you

shit-for-brains. I lost a daughter, a precious daughter, my Naomi, the light of my life.".glimmered along the barrel of a hypodermic syringe in the hand of the

paramedic,.Neither of them was aware that their personal drama, in all its clumsiness and glory, had focused the attention of everyone in the restaurant. The cheer that

went up at Celestina's acceptance of his proposal caused her to start, knocking the ring from Wally's hand as he attempted to slip it on her finger. The ring bounced across

the table, they both grabbed for it, Wally made the catch, and this time she was properly betrothed, to wild applause and laughter..He carried the mug to the sink, poured

the brew down the drain and saw the cooler standing in the corner. He hadn't noticed it before. A medium-size, molded-plastic, Styrofoam-lined ice chest, of the type you

filled with beer and took on picnics..Only two explanations occurred to him. First, bureaucracies slavishly follow the rules even when the rules make no sense. Second, the

Ugliest Private Detective in the World, Nolly Wulfstan, was an incompetent dunce..He went directly to the kitchen and drew a glass of water at the sink faucet. He swallowed

two antiemetic tablets that he had brought with him, to guard against vomiting..Evidently, either Frank Sinatra was an enthusiasm that Victoria and the detective shared, or

the nurse purchased some of the crooner's records expressly for their dinner engagement.."Angel," Phimie said thickly, searching her sister's eyes for a sign of

understanding..Startled, he snatched his hand back. The object fell, ringing faintly against the pavement..Neither of them needed to confirm their mutual attraction with even

so much as an additional nod or a smile. Victoria knew, as he did, that their time would come, when all this current unpleasantness was I behind them, when Vanadium had

been thwarted, when all suspicion had been forever laid to rest..In that slow, flat delivery with which Junior was becoming increasingly impatient, Detective Vanadium said,

"We all were, Doctor. It was another election year, remember? More than once during that campaign, I could've chugged ipecac. What else would work if I wanted to have a

good vomit?".He was no longer in his scrubs, but wore gray wool slacks and a blue cashmere sweater over a white shirt. Face somber, he looked less like an obstetrician

engaged in the business of life than like a professor of philosophy forever pondering the inevitability of death.."September 20, 1902, Birmingham, Alabama, church fire--one

hundred fifteen dead. March 4, 1908, Collinwood, Ohio, school fire, one hundred seventy-six dead.".A speeding truck passed, stirring the fog, and the white broth churned

past the car windows, a disorienting swirl..Without commenting, Tom continued: "And worlds just like ours-except that my parents never met, and I was never born. Worlds

in which Wally was never shot because he was too unsure of himself or just too stupid to take Celestina to dinner that night or to ask her to marry him."."We don't sell no

pizza," Angel said, because lately they had received a few calls for a new pizzeria with a phone number one digit different from theirs..Paul shook his head. "Oh, no. People

look at our marriage, and they think I gave up so much, but I got back a lot more than I gave.".Sheena Hackachak, at forty-four, was more beautiful than any current movie

star. She looked twenty years younger than her true age, and she so resembled her late daughter that Junior felt a rush of erotic nostalgia at the sight of her.."It's easy to

see you as a cop," Kathleen said. All the whacks, pops, and worm buckets just trip off your tongue, so to speak. But it takes some effort to remember you're a priest, too."."A

wonderful wedding," Celestina promised her, taking a pair of pajamas from a dresser drawer..That saving smile once more returned lost harmony to the scarred and broken

face. "Not me. From my perspective, psychology is just one more of those easy sources of false meaning-like sex, money, and drugs. But I will admit to knowing a thing or

two about evil.".Shuddering with dread, he placed one hand against the door and slowly pushed it open..Finally Angel dropped and slithered, vanishing under the

overhanging bedclothes with a final flurry of yellow socks..Junior's attorney-Simon Magusson--insisted upon full disclosure of maintenance records and advisories relating to

the fire tower and to other forest-service structures for which the state and the county had sole or joint custodial responsibility. If a wrongful--death suit was filed, this

information would have to be divulged anyway during normal disclosure procedures prior to trial, and since maintenance logs and advisories were of public record, Hisscus

and Knacker and Nork agreed to provide what was requested..Ferocious pirates, ruthless secret agents, brain-eating aliens from distant galaxies, super criminals hell-bent

on ruling the world, bloodthirsty vampires, face-gnawing werewolves, savage Gestapo thugs, mad scientists, satanic cultists, insane carnival freaks, hate-crazed Ku Klux

Klansmen, knife-worshiping thrill killers, and emotionless robot soldiers from other planets had slashed, stabbed, burned, shot, gouged, torn, clubbed, crushed, stomped,

hanged, bitten, eviscerated, beheaded, poisoned, drowned, radiated, blown up, mangled, mutilated, and tortured uncounted victims in the pulp magazines that Paul had

been reading since childhood. Yet not one scene in those hundreds upon hundreds of issues of colorful tales withered a corner of his soul as did a glimpse of Barty's empty
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sockets. The sight wasn't in the least gory, nor even gruesome. Paul cringed and looked away only because this evidence of the boy's loss too pointedly made him think

about the terrible vulnerability of the innocent in the freight-train path of nature, and threatened to tear off the fragile scab on the anguish that he still felt over Perri's

death..He considered calling her, but he didn't know what he would say if she answered..Perhaps because Celestina was her father's daughter, with his faith in humanity,

she was always deeply moved by the kindnesses of strangers and saw in them the shape of a greater grace. "Does your wife know what a lucky woman she is?".Across the

room, the girl on the window seat showed no awareness of his arrival. She sat sideways to him in the niche, with her back against one wall, knees drawn up, a big sketch

pad braced against her thighs, working intently with colored pencils.."You're better at concentrative meditation without seed than anyone I've ever known, better than me.

That's why you, especially, should never undertake a long session unsupervised," Chicane scolded. "At the very least, the very least, you should use your electronic

meditation timer. I don't see it here, do I?".when red aces weft followed by disturbing jacks, Agnes had pretended to take her son's card-told fortune lightly, especially the

frightful part of it. In fact, a coldness had twisted through her heart..She leaned forward in her seat, and toward him, so he could see her more directly, and when she put

one trembling hand against his cheek, his head dropped forward on neck muscles as limp as rags, his chin.The subtle distortions in his vision, which caused lines of type to

twist, didn't appear to trouble Barty much otherwise. He moved as quickly and as surely as ever, with his special grace..By comparison, the strip club-neon aglow, theater

lights twinkling----looked warm, cozy. Welcoming..Because of his blindness and his intellectual gifts, Barty was home schooled; besides, no teacher was a match for his

autodidactic skills, nor could anyone possibly inspire in him a greater thirst for knowledge than the one with which he had been born. Angel went to this same informal

classroom, and her sole fellow student was also her teacher. They aced the periodic equivalency tests that the law required. Their constant companionship seemed to be all

play, yet was filled with constant learning, too..The second and third rooms proved to be deserted, as well, and as muffled as the cushioned spaces of a funeral home, but

an office was tucked discreetly at the back of the final chamber. As Junior crossed the third room, apparently monitored by closed-circuit security cameras, a man glided out

of the office to greet him.
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