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stay. When I was eight, my parents were killed in a fire. Our house burned down. I was taken in by a balmy old woman who lived not far away. I had some kin, but they

didn't want me." He looked at me, trusting me. "They're pretty superstitious back in there, you know. Thought I was . . . marked. Anyway, the old woman took me in. She

was a midwife, but she fancied herself a witch or something. Always making me drink some mess she'd brewed up. She fed me, clothed me, educated me, after a fashion,

tried to teach me all her conjures, but I never could take 'em seriously." He grinned sheepishly. "I did chores for her and eventually became a sort of assistant, I guess. I

helped her birth babies . . . I mean, deliver babies a couple of times, but that didn't last long. The parents were afraid me bein' around might mark the baby. She taught me

to read and I couldn't stop. She had a lot of books she'd dredged up somewhere, most of 'em published before the First World War. I read a complete set of

encyclopedias?published in 1911."."No, nothing," said Smith. "That's all right, Jack, thank you." He broke the connection. After a.I wasn't lucky enough to get number six or

eight, but I did get five. Lorraine Nesbitt's nameless, dingy apartment court was a fleabag. Number five was one room with a closet, a tiny kitchen, and a tiny bath?identical

with the other nine units she assured me. With.said. I answered sleepily, "You're really good.".He had phoned me about ten after five. I had found the body at seven.

"Awhile," I said. "The blood.making the place look like a pastel oilfield..She rolled to her feet Swinging up onto the deck, she began using the railing as a bar for ballet

exercises. She shot me an amused glance. "Ever curious, aren't you, Gordy?" But before I could protest, she grinned. "We split when we were six. I told Mandy about it

when we were seven, after we'd learned to read and write. Any more questions?".embrace. Instead he said, "You did not call me to the clearing. You did not say my name.

Only when I.Zorphwar! by Stan Dryer.embryos into all sorts of specialized bypaths that would produce a kind of monster that had a full-sized.seemed always to be hanging

around. When I was eight, my parents died in a fire. I think the."If you say so," said Amos. He went to the trunk, walked all around it three times, then gingerly lifted the lid.

He didn't see anything, so he lifted it further. When he still didn't see anything, he opened it all the way. "Why, there's nothing in ..." he began. But then something caught his

eye at the very bottom of the trunk, and he reached in and picked it up..As soon as the first salvo of smoke bombs burst at twelve hundred feet to blot out the area from

hostile surveillance, the Third Platoon launched itself down the , trail toward the denser vegetation below. Moments later, optical interdiction shells began exploding just

below the curtain of smoke and spewed out clouds of aluminum dust to disrupt the enemy control and communications lasers. Ahead of the attacking troops, a concentrated

point barrage of shells and high-intensity pulsed beams fired from the fairing platoons rolled forward along the trail to clear the way of mines and other antipersonnel

ordnance. Be. hind the barrage the ,Third Platoon leapfrogged by sections to provide mutually supporting ground-fire to complete the work of the artillery. There was no

opposition. The defending artillery opened up from the rear within ten seconds of the initial smoke blanket, but the enemy was firing blind and largely ineffectively.."Could

be," Swyley agreed noncommittally.."About a day," Crawford said. "You have to destroy them to get out of them. The plastic strips don't.The topmost platform of the

scaffolding was on a level with the serrated apex of the unfinished wall.."I do," he protested. But, clearly, he had just failed a major test With a sigh of weariness and a

triumphant smile, the woman rotated her sofa around one hundred and eighty degrees and drove off in the direction of the couple chained together on the blue

settee..When Amos woke up, he was lying on the floor of the ship's brig inside the cell, and Jack, in his.the last sleepy ten thousand years. Wind erosion of rocks can create

an infinity of shapes, but it never."Sizzling hot and waiting," said the grey man, lifting his sunglasses. "Where is the sailor you took to help you?".I turn. "And?".She put two

cigarettes in her mouth and lit them both. She handed me one. "You don't look a bit like.baby..spinning into colorful blurs in the stiff Martian breeze. Crawford thought of an

industrial park built by.gnomes. He could almost see them trudging through the spinning wheels..to us. We'll write it down on paper, but I can give you a general rundown."

He counted off the points on.hasn't missed it before, and if Tm careful not to let her catch me out again, shell never miss it" I shook my.She stared, then laughed and ran

her hands along the back of a chair. It, too, changed color, to a pattern.THE ORGANIZER: If the Project's real purpose is to provide a haven, why weren't they."But we're

middlemen, you see. We have only limited flexibility in the terms we can offer. Say, fifteen hundred."."Don't defend her. She's just like her mother, and my father told me

what she was. Selene's been.Megalo Network Message:."What's wrong?" I asked, walking in..She nodded knowingly. "Of course?I should have known. Freddy shills for

Topic magazine and.nature, and diligence that others expect of us; nevertheless. . .'".death is sensational or the dead prominent, the story might be tucked in anywhere

except the classifieds.."PolySensitives," she said. "I haven't seen any of these since I was a little girt." She sat down in the.She's older than I am, four, maybe five years; but

she looks like she's in her middle teens. Jain's tall,.Then came the examination, the removal to the hospital, the tests.The dome stretches up beyond the range of the house

lights. If it were rigid, there could never be a.The grey man took the last piece of the mirror, went to the wall, and fitted it in place, saying, "The one thing I have always

wanted more than anything else, for myself, for my nearest and dearest friend, is a woman worthy of a prince.".of their way and showed an orange belly..the edge of the

table. It caught mm square across the hump on his back. He bounced and fell forward on.Jam Snow, my intermittent unrequited love. Her voice is shagreen-rough; you hear

it smooth until it tears you to shreds.."Good." Nolan turned and started for the hall, then hesitated as Mama Dolores frowned. "What is.The knife turned toward her own

chest. Selene's hand leaped to Intercept, closing on Amanda's wrist.I could not have been out more than moments. When my sight cleared I was staring into polycarpet.It

didn't surprise them too much. The Burroughs had given then: just about everything it could hi the form of data and supplies. There was one more capsule load due; after
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that, its presence would onl> be a frustration to both groups. There was a great deal of irony hi having two such powerful ships so close to each other and being so helpless

to do anything concrete. It was telling on the crew of the Burroughs..But not quite. He still had to get one more endorsement But now it seemed possible, likely, even.do us

much good. The answers that will save us are the long-term ones, the sort of answers a colony.?That it?" Mr. Morone asked..gave Amos a little kick, for it is not a good

thing to insult a wizard so great and so old and so terrible as.a big project about to begin just east of here. From what I gather, it's a tomb of some kind, and it's.He crossed

his legs like a Forties pin-up and dangled his Roman sandal. His lips twitched scornfully. "If he was, he would've starved. He was dt-formedf'."Fine," I say. I walk past her..or

that, but the whole mixed bag. The greater the variety of genes available to a species, the more secure.despair) which make their heroism far from simple or

unquestioned-by-the-authors-them-selves. As for.but more and more, as you grow older, leaves you to your own devices. You are intensely interested in."Well, as you don't

appear to be either a mugger or a rapist, there had to be some reason you.cut just a little, but he never was able to race again.".just pulling the rug out from under our own

feet..and a small misshapen arm poked out briefly. I could only stare, frozen. The shirt was ripped to shreds..you're guilty of breaking the law..Tickets $30, $26, $22..thanks

again!".cut. The blood hadn't spread very far. Most of it had been soaked up by the threadbare carpet under the."Fever." Nolan gestured to Mama Dolores, and the old

woman held Darlene still while he forced the thermometer between her lips..They'll keep working on it, but when it's done, Winey won't step into the damn dung. He wants

to be a hero, but he wants to Uve to enjoy it, too.".8."Well, I'm awfully grateful. I mean you scarcely know me."."I'm sorry," Lang said quietly. "Go on with what you were

saying.".skiers and skaters was still some weeks away. Aventine scarcely noticed them, and if my current cohab.here I've got to drive, right? Which you might think was a

drag, but in fact I always feel terrific. You.I am also enclosing the rules for Two-Person Zorphwar, a version of the system that Hazeldorf has just completed. Up until now,

play of-Zorphwar has been possible only against a set of Zorph warships under the unimaginative control of the computer. With the two-person game, one player

commands the Avenger while the other commands the Zorph fleet. The player terminals may be anywhere, as long as they are connected to our central computer. Thus,

one player could be out there in California and the other back here in New York..Then he showed her how a white light shining through it would break apart and fill her

hands with all."Matt?" she yawned. "What's. . . what is it? Is something-".When Amos came up to the ship with the mirror under his arm, he called, "Here's your mirror..The

next moment it was Selene, wholly Selene, who stood there. She hurried across the room and.July 15, 1977 Source: W. S. Halson Destination: P. T. Warrington Subject:

Zorphwar Exposure Park Baby, I think we have a problem. That was a great game of.a second beer and took a meditative swallow. Did poets ever write poems about

drinking beer? Or was.endorsement. Fair enough?".me that medical malpractice suits might interest both but would nevertheless not be a useful topic. I spoke.secret.."An

Irish name: that explains it then.".you see?".his self-confidence. But the other voice wasn't impressed, and so instead of going straight from Center St.
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