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reverberant note that tolled like a poorly cast cathedral bell, echoing solemnly off the walls of the flanking buildings, back and forth through the fogbound night..JUNIOR
CAIN WANDERED among the Philistines, in the gray land of conformity, seeking one-just one-refreshingly repellent canvas, finding only images that welcomed and even
charmed, yearning for real art and the vicious emotional whirlpool of despair and disgust that it evoked, finding instead only themes of uplift and images of hope, surrounded
by people who seemed to like everything from the paintings to the canapes to the cold January night, people who probably hadn't spent even one day of their lives brooding
about the inevitability of nuclear annihilation before the end of this decade, people who smiled too much to be genuine intellectuals, and he felt more alone and threatened
than eyeless Samson chained in Gaza..Reminding himself that fortune favored the persistent and that he must always look for the bright side, Junior began with the city
itself and with those whose surnames were Bartholomew. This was a manageable number..At 3:22 in the morning, December 13, following a busy day of conducting ghost
research, seeking Bartholomews in a telephone book, and working on his needlepoint, Junior awakened to singing. A single voice. No instrumental accompaniment. A
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woman..The old man assumed the solemn and knowing expression of one guarding mysteries, a sphinx without headdress and mane. "If I told you, dear lady, it wouldn't be
magic anymore. Merely a trick.".The blue vault above, cloudless now, was the most threatening sky that Edom had ever seen. The air was astonishingly dry so soon after a
storm. And still. Hushed. Earthquake weather. Before this momentous day was done, great temblors and five-hundred-foot tidal waves would rock and swamp the
coast..Embarrassed, cold, abruptly frightened, she returned to the Old West, where night on the low desert was warm. The campfire flickereded welcomingly. John Wayne
put an arm around her and said, "There are no dead husbands or dead babies here," and though he intended only to reassure her, she was overcome by misery until
Shirley MacLaine took her aside for some heart-to-heart girl talk. Agnes woke again and was no longer chilled, but feverish. Her lips were cracked, her tongue rough and
dry..Between new women and needlepoint pillows, he participated in s?ances, attended lectures given by ghost hunters, visited haunted houses, and read more strange
books. He even sat for the camera of a famous medium whose photographs sometimes revealed the auras of benign or malevolent presences hovering in the vicinity of her
subject, though in his case she could discern no telltale sign of a spirit..The stress that he currently felt wasn't the same that he so often relieved with women. This was an
energizing tension, a not-unpleasant tightening of the nerves, a delicious anticipation that he wanted to experience to its fullest-until the gallery reception for Celestina, on
the evening that her show opened, January 12. This tension could not be released by intercourse, but only by the killing of Bartholomew, and when that long-sought
moment arrived, Junior expected the relief he experienced would far exceed mere orgasm..When he located the new grave, approximately where he'd guessed that it would
be, he was surprised to find a black granite headstone already set in place, instead of a temporary marker painted with the.He first eased from aisle to aisle, but soon
moved more quickly, convinced that the singer would be found beyond the next turn, and then the next. Was that her trailing shadow he had glimpsed, slipping around the
comer ahead of him? Her womanly scent lingering in the air after her passage?.This galerieur was tall, with silver hair, chiseled features, and the all-knowing, imperious
manner of a gynecologist to royalty. He wore a well-tailored gray suit, and his gold Rolex was the very watch that Wroth Griskin might have killed for in his salad
days..Testing Celestina's nerves as fully as Barty had tested his mother's, Angel pulled-levered -shinnied-swung herself so fast up through the tree, arriving at the boy's side
while red streaks still enlivened a sky that was repainting itself purple. She stood in the crook of limbs with him, and her delighted laughter rang down through the cathedral
oak. 1975 through 1978: Hare ran from Dragon, Snake fled from Horse, and '78 bounced to the beat, because disco ruled. The reborn Bee Gees dominated the airwaves.
John Travolta had the look. Rhodesian rebels, grasping the dangers inherent in any battle between equals, had the manful courage to slaughter unarmed women
missionaries and schoolgirls. Spinks won the title from Ali, and Ali won it back from Spinks..He was a man with a plan, focused, committed, ready to act and then think, as
soon as he was able to act. A spasm of pain weakened his hand. Cartridges slipped through his fingers, fell to the floor..Sudden rain spared her the need to finish the
sentence. A few fat drops drew both their faces to the sky, and even as they rose to their feet, this brief light paradiddle of sprinkles gave way to a serious drumming..After
the amusement park, no hospital for the Pie Lady. With Wally near, she had a doctor all her own, capable of giving her the anticancer drugs and transfusions that she
required. While radiation therapy is prescribed for acute lymphoblastic leukemia, it is much less useful to treat myeloblastic cases, and in this instance, it wasn't deemed
helpful, which made treatment at home even easier..Sheena Hackachak, at forty-four, was more beautiful than any current movie star. She looked twenty years younger
than her true age, and she so resembled her late daughter that Junior felt a rush of erotic nostalgia at the sight of her..He realized that like so many women, Seraphim
wanted it, asked for it-yet had no place in her self-image to accommodate the truth that she was sexually aggressive. She wanted to think of herself as shy, demure,
virginal, as innocent as a minister's daughter ought to be which meant that to get what she wanted, she required Junior to be a brute. He was happy to oblige.."But before
you leave St. Mary's," the physician said, "I'd like a few mutes of your time. It's very important to me. Personally.".Junior couldn't leave the dead man in the hall and hope to
have any quality time with Celestina.."This was back on January 24, 1556," said Edom with unhesitating authority, for he had memorized tens of thousands of facts about
the worst natural disasters in history..Of course, he also might have shot off his own thumbs as double insurance against being drafted and sent to Vietnam..In spite of the
gloom, the boy's miraculous accomplishment was evident: his clothes and hair were dry as though he'd worn a coat and hood..She remained fixated on the card that she
had just dealt, and for a while she didn't speak, as though the eyes of the paper knave held her in thrall. Finally she said, "Monster. Human monster.".IN HIS FORD VAN
filled with needlepoint and Sklent and Zedd, Junior Cain-Pinchbeck to the world-left the Bay Area by a back door. He took State Highway 24 to Walnut Creek, which might
or might not have walnuts, but which offered a mountain and a state park named for the devil: Mount Diablo. State Highway 4 to Antioch brought him to a crossing of the
river delta west of Bethel Island. Bethel, for those who had taken good advanced courses in vocabulary improvement, meant "sacred place.".so she reached across her
body with her left hand, which Celestina gripped tightly..Ichabod passed Bartholomew through the open door to Celestina in the passenger's seat, went around the Buick,
put the tote bag in the back, and climbed behind the wheel once more..Now her mooring was Wally Lipscomb-obstetrician, pediatrician, landlord, and best friend--who
arrived halfway through the reception. As she listened to Helen Greenbaum's sales report, Celestina held Wally's hand so tightly that had it been a plastic champagne flute,
it would have cracked..Agnes ran to the kitchen, where she had been working when the doorbell rang, packing boxes of groceries to be delivered with the honey-raisin pear
pies that she and Jacob had baked this morning.."Now this. But even if your dad had cooperated with me, nothing would have changed. Since Phimie never revealed his
name, I wouldn't have been able to go after Cain any differently or more effectively.".Here, four days past Christmas, after two days of torment, Agnes knew the worst, that
her treasured son must go eyeless or die, must choose between blindness or cancer of the brain..From serviceway to alley to serviceway to street, into the city and the fog
and the night, Junior ran from the Cain past into the Pinchbeck future..Sometimes Celestina marveled at how intimately and inextricably the tendrils of tragedy and joy were
intertwined in the vine of life. Sorrow was often the root of future joy, and joy could be the seed of sorrow yet to come. The layered patterns in the vine were so complex, so
enrapturing in their lush detail and so fearsome in their wild inevitability, that she could fill uncountable canvases, through many lifetimes as an artist, striving to capture the
enigmatic nature of existence, in all its beauty dark and bright, and in the end merely suggest the palest shadow of its mystery..Music played within. An up-tempo number.
Possibly swing. He couldn't quite identify the tune..Now, however, he was thinking not about what Agnes's story might mean to Reverend White, but about what the minister
might be able to do to provide at least a small degree of comfort to Agnes, who spent her life comforting others..Saturday and Sunday, between. sessions with the directory,
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Junior cruised around the county on a series of pleasure drives-testing the theory that the maniac cop was no longer following him. Apparently, Simon Magusson was
correct: The case had been closed.."You look as if you've seen a ghost," said Vinnie, and Agnes wished the threat were as simple as a restless spirit, groaning and rattling
its chains, like Dickens's Marley come to Ebenezer Scrooge on Christmas Eve..What the commodifiers of fantasy count on and exploit is the insuperable imagination of the
reader, child or adult, which gives even these dead things life-of a sort, for a while..replace her. I'd never be able to spend a penny of it. Not a penny. I'd have to give it
away. What would be the point?"."I wouldn't just whack anyone, not even a worm bucket like Cain, any more than I would commit suicide. Remember, I believe in eternal
consequences.".A nurse in surgical greens appeared. "Pull up the sleeves of your scrub nearly to your elbows. Scrub hard. I'll tell you when to stop."
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