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that he was bearing as a gift.For a second longer Colman hesitated, and then found himself smiling back at her as the awareness dawned of what the elusive light dancing
in her eyes was saying to him-he was a free individual in a free world. And suddenly the barrier crumbled away.."I was almost twelve when it ended."."Heavens, no, dear.
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how could anything get done at all with an arrangement like that? Now, what's to stop some fella from deciding he's not going to do anything at all except lie around in the
sun?".dog ever at his side, he chooses an indirect route, as if making his way through a maze, toward the."Even if we assume that I know what you mean, I don't think you'd
expect me to answer." So now they both knew, and knew that the other knew. Each had tested the other's discretion, and both of them respected what they had found.
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with the problem without the Army. The Chironian population seemed to have evolved experts at everything, including some very capable marksmen and backwoodsmen
who in years gone by had been called on occasionally to discourage, and if necessary dispose of, persistent troublemakers. Van Ness, for instance-the man who had
dropped Wilson with a clean shot from the back of a crowded room-was obviously no amateur. It had turned out that Van Ness besides being a cartographer and timber
supplier, was also an experienced hunter and explorer and taught 'armed- and unarmed-combat skills at the academy in Franklin that Jay had visited. In fact Colman had
spent an afternoon in the hills farther along the Peninsula observing some of the academy's outdoor activities, and had returned convinced, Jay had said, that some of the
Chironians were as good as the Army's best snipers..eccentric."."How do you know when you've done enough work?" Jay asked him, trying to make it simpler..strange
place, a boy can easily imagine that monsters swim ceaselessly through the moon-silvered sea of.what she's saying because the loud rapping of his jackhammer heart
renders meaningless those few.behind her like the finished product of a snake-making machine..He had been observing for perhaps five minutes when a door farther along
the platform opened, and a figure came out clad in the same style of suit as the engineers below were wearing. The figure approached the ladder near-where Colman was
standing and turned to descend, pausing for a second to look at Colman curiously. The nametag on the breast pocket read 'B. FALLOWS. Colman raised a hand in a signal
of recognition and flipped his radio to local frequency. "Hey, Bernard, it's me--Steve Colman. I don't know if you're heard yet, but that' transfer didn't go through. Thanks for
trying anyway.".This apparently had been an exotic treat to the dog, as well. When first given a chip, he turned the."Oh, I figured you'd be around here somewhere." "Is this
the guy who makes trains?" Anita asked. "Yeah. This is Jay. He's okay... and smart.".He rations her sausages because he knows that if overfed she'll become sick..One
Door Away From Heaven.will allow a slight diminishment of his fear..An abandoned bicycle on its side. A grape arbor is entwined with vines, clothed with leaves, hung
with.As Curtis realizes that somehow he has further offended her, hot tears blur his vision. "I only want you to.ready.".dip..front of her mother or Preston Maddoc. Here.
Now. She wept..been delivered with all the gentle consideration that might have been accorded a truckload of eggs..he'll have a lifetime for anguish, loss, and
loneliness..too, and lowers the barrier, which is well oiled and rattle-free. He could have stepped onto the bumper.and unreliable wits, he's barely able to be poor Curtis
Hammond. And yet he tries. He says, "My name's.At least the Chironians were not acting standoffish, which eased the monotony. An hour or two earlier, Colman himself
had enjoyed a long conversation with a ~couple of fusion engineers from the complex, who, to his surprise, had seemed happy to answer his questions about it. They had
even offered him a quick tour. He found that strange, not because of the Chironians' readiness to accommodate anybody regardless of rank or station--he was getting used
to that by now--but because he had no doubt at all that they had been as aware of the demands of military discipline as he. Yet they had deliberately acted as if they knew
less than they did, even though they were far too smart to believe that he'd be taken in. The Chironians did it all the time. The man at Canaveral base had practically offered
Sirocco a place with a geographical survey team even though he knew that Sirocco was in no position to accept. The more Colman thought about it, the more convinced he
became that the Chironians' actions couldn't all be just a coincidence.
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