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pre-Christmas cheer had deserted it. The glow and glitter of the season had given way to a mood as dark and ominous as The Cancer Lurks Unseen, Version 1..As before,
the name tolled through him like the ominous note of the deepest bass bell in a cathedral carillon, struck on a cold midnight..Busily, earnestly, with great satisfaction, Junior
redirected his anger at Celestina and at the man with her. These two were, after all, guardians of the true Bartholomew, and therefore Junior's enemies..His throat was still
so raw from the explosive vomiting, seared by stomach acid, that he sounded like a character from a puppet show for children on Saturday-morning television, hoarse and
squeaky at the same time. If not for the pain, he would have felt ridiculous, but the hot and jagged scrape of each word through his throat left him unable to.Agnes added
this stop to her route at the request of Reverend Tom Collins, the local Baptist minister whose folks unthinkingly gave him the name of a cocktail. She was friendly with all
the clergymen in Bright Beach, and her pie deliveries favored no one creed..As if vengeful spirits weren't trouble enough, he had for three years been struggling unwittingly
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against the terrible power of the minister's curse, black Baptist voodoo that made his life miserable. He knew now why he had been plagued by violent nervous emesis, by
epic diarrhea, by hideously disfiguring hives. The failure to find a heart mate, the humiliation with Renee Vivi, the two nasty cases of gonorrhea, the disastrous meditative
catatonia, the inability to learn French and German, his loneliness, his emptiness, his thwarted attempts to find and kill the bastard boy born of Phimie's womb: All these
things and more, much more, were the hateful consequences of the vicious, vindictive voodoo of that hypocritical Christian. As a highly self-improved, fully evolved,
committed man who was comfortable with his raw instincts, Junior should be sailing through life on calm seas, under perpetually sunny sides, with his sails always full of
wind, but instead he was constantly cruelly battered and storm-tossed through an unrelenting night, not because of any shortcomings of mind or heart, or character, but
because of black magic..With a smudge of flour on one cheek, wiping her hands on a red-and-white checkered dishtowel, Agnes answered the door, saw the car in the
driveway, and said, "Paul! You're not walking?".Junior opened his eyes and saw that only the second of the two rounds had found its intended mark. The first had cracked
through the center of a cabinet door, surely shattering dishes within..As hard of head as she was hard of heart, Victoria had not sustained serious brain damage, only a
concussion..Tears burst from Junior, stinging torrents, a salt sea of grief that blurred his vision and bathed his face in brine. "Get out of here, you disgusting, sick son of a
bitch," he demanded, his voice simultaneously shaking with sorrow and twisted by righteous anger. "Get out of here now, get out!".This humble house wasn't where you
expected to hear an elaborate custom doorbell-or even any doorbell at all, since knuckles on wood were the cheapest announcement of a visitor..The hospital room was
softly lighted, and shadows roosted on all sides like a flock of slumbering birds..When he came to himself, sick and weak from the poison and with an aching skull, he was in
a room with brick walls and bricked-up windows. The door had no bars and no visible lock. But when he tried to get to his feet he felt bonds of sorcery holding his body and
mind, resilient, clinging, tightening as he moved. He could stand, but could not take a step towards the door. He could not even reach his hand out. It was a horrible
sensation, as if his muscles were not his own. He sat down again and tried to hold still. The spellbonds around his chest kept him from breathing deeply, and his mind felt
stifled too, as if his thoughts were crowded into a space too small for them.."You're better at concentrative meditation without seed than anyone I've ever known, better than
me. That's why you, especially, should never undertake a long session unsupervised," Chicane scolded. "At the very least, the very least, you should use your electronic
meditation timer. I don't see it here, do I?".Fortunately, at least the desk was cigarette-scarred, because it came with the office. It had been the property of a skip-tracer
named Otto Zelm, who'd made a good living at the kind of work Nolly avoided out of boredom: tracking down deadbeats and repossessing their vehicles. On a stakeout,
Zelm fell asleep in his car, while smoking, thereby triggering the payoff of both life- and casualty-insurance policies, and freeing the lease on this furnished space..Lord,
listen to me-but I've really got to know if you can, if you are, how you feel, whether you feel, I mean, whether you think you could feel--".But on March 23, 1966, after a bad
date with Frieda Bliss, who collected paintings by Jack Lientery, an important new artist, Junior had an experience that rocked him, added significance to the episode in the
diner, and made him wish he hadn't donated his pistol to the police project that melted guns into switchblades..After the service, among those who came to Agnes at
graveside, trying to express the inexpressible, was Paul Damascus, the owner of Damascus Pharmacy on Ocean Avenue. Of Mideastern extraction, he had dark olive skin
and, incredibly, rust--red hair. With his rust-red eyebrows, lashes, and mustache, his handsome face looked like that of a bronze statue with a curious patina..The sight of
the heavily bandaged face apparently pressed all of the compassion buttons in the reverend, because he broke out of his paralytic shock and started forward-before he
registered the weapon..The candlestick was dry. Holding this pewter bludgeon with a paper towel, Junior replaced it on the table as he had found it. He picked up the candle
from the floor and married it to the stick..With the salt and pepper shakers, Tom walked them through the why-I'm-not-sad-about-my-face explanation that he'd given to
Angel ten days previously..Neddy possessed all the musical talent, but Junior had the muscle. Pinned against the wall, his throat in the vise of Junior's hands, Neddy
needed a miracle if he were ever again to sweep another glissando from a keyboard..In San Francisco, Seraphim Aethionema White lies beyond all hope of resuscitation.
So beautiful and only sixteen..When the attorney finally came on the line, he sounded put-upon, as though Junior were the equivalent of a troublesome toe that he would
like to shoot off..Just as Celestina snapped shut the latches on the suitcase and turned to the door, a nurse's aide entered, pushing a cart loaded with towels and bed
linens..The slur faded from his voice in minutes, but he suspected that straining too long to sustain this borrowed vision could result in a stroke or worse..Out of Phimie's
humiliation, terror, suffering, and death had come Angel, whom Celestina had first and briefly hated, but whom now she loved more than she loved Wally, more than she
loved herself or even life itself. Phimie, through Angel, had brought Celestina both to Wally and to a fuller understanding of their father's meaning when he spoke of this
momentous day, an understanding that brought power to her painting and so deeply touched the people who saw and bought her art..Tom Vanadium checked the small
wastebasket next to the sink and discovered a wad of bloody Kleenex. The crumpled wrappers from two Band-Aids..Junior put the money on the desk. "Then get into the
records of Family Services.".This house was similar to the Kleftons'. Though stucco rather than clapboard, it had gone a long time without fresh paint. A crack in one of the
front windows had been sealed with strapping tape..She was four years older than Phimie. They hadn't i;.mn a great deal of each other during the past three years, since
Celestina had come to San Francisco. Although distance and time, the press of her studies, and the busyness of daily life had not made her forget that she loved Phimie,
she had forgotten the purity and the power of love. Rediscovering it now, she was shaken so badly that she had to pull a chair to the side of the bed and sit down..Granted
that he was only three going on four, nevertheless Barty had never met anyone with as much cheerful imagination as Angel. He intended to marry her in, oh, maybe twenty
years..By telephone, he had been prepared for this boy. Strange as it was to find a Bartholomew in their lives, given Enoch Cain's peculiar obsession, Tom nonetheless
agreed with Celestina that the wife killer could have no way to know about this child-and could certainly have no logical reason to fear him. The only thing they had in
common was Harrison White's sermon, which had inspired this boy's name and might have planted the seed of guilt in Cain's mind..Sometimes, in his mind, Tom wasn't
running along the residential streets of Bright Beach, but along the corridor of the dormitory wing over which he had served as prefect. He was cast back in time, to that
dreadful night. A sound wakes him. A fragile cry. Thinking it a voice from his dream, he nevertheless gets out of bed, takes up a flashlight, and checks on his charges, his
boys. Low-wattage emergency lamps barely relieve the gloom in the corridor. The rooms are dark, doors ajar according to the rules, to guard against the danger of stubborn
locks in the event of fire. He listens. Nothing. Then into the first room-and into a Hell on earth. Two small boys per room, easily and silently overcome by a grown man with
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the strength of madness. In the sweep of the flashlight beam: the dead eyes, the wrenched faces, the blood. Another room, the flashlight jittering, jumping, and the carnage
worse. Then in the hall again, movement in the shadows. Josef Krepp captured by the flashlight. Josef Krepp, the quiet custodian, meek by all appearances, employed at
St. Anselmo's for the past six months with nary a problem, with only good employee reviews attached to his record. Josef Krepp, here in the corridor of the past, grinning
and capering in the flashlight, wearing a dripping necklace of souvenirs..As Joey opened the driver's door and got in behind the steering wheel, he said, "Okay?"."And in
some of them, maybe I died the night you were born, and you live alone with your dad.".twenty-eight pounds. Typically, seven to eight pounds of this is the fetus. The
placenta and the amniotic fluid weigh three pounds. The remaining eighteen are due to water retention and fat stores.."I got to admit," Nolly said, "I'm surprised these little
pranks have rattled him so deeply."."I suspect," Tom said, "that any job you set your mind to, you'd be as good as you are at teeth.".His first overnight journey, in June of
'65, was to La Jolla, north of San Diego. He carried too large a backpack and wore khaki pants when he should have worn shorts in the summer heat..At eight o'clock in the
evening, Junior parked two blocks past the target house. He walked back to the Prosser residence, gloved hands in the pockets of his raincoat, collar turned up..Evidently,
either Frank Sinatra was an enthusiasm that Victoria and the detective shared, or the nurse purchased some of the crooner's records expressly for their dinner
engagement..Avoiding the graveled driveway, on which he was more likely to scuff his freshly polished loafers, he approached the house across the lawn, beneath the
moon-sifting branches of a great pine that made itself useless for Christmas by spreading as majestically as an oak..His wife, Dorothea, adored him, not least of all because
he had taken in her eighty-year-old mother and treated that elderly lady as though she were both a duchess and a saint. He was equally generous to the poor, burying their
dead at cost but with utmost dignity..Finished, Joshua excused himself and went down the hall to his office. He was gone perhaps five minutes, and when he returned, he
sent Barty off to the waiting room, where the receptionist kept a jar of lemon- and orange-flavored hard candies. "A few of them have your name on 'em,
Bartholomew.".Nothing remained to be done but to press her shoe in the butter and hammer her head into the comer of the oven door..This morning, Damascus had left the
house early, before Vanadium came downstairs, which was perfect for Junior's purposes. While the maniac cop was finishing his shave and shower, Junior crept upstairs to
check his room. He discovered the revolver in the second of the three places that he expected it to be, did his work, and returned the weapon to the nightstand drawer in
precisely the position that he had found it. Narrowly avoiding an encounter with Vanadium in the hall, he retreated to the ground floor. After some fussing over the most
effective placement, he left the quarter and the luggage-just as Vanadium, the human stump, clumped down the stairs. Junior experienced an unexpected delay when the
detective spent half an hour making phone calls from the study, but then Vanadium went into the kitchen, allowing him to slip out of the house and complete his work..A
siren in the city wailed toward St. Mary's. An ambulance. Through streets bustling with hope, always this lament for the dying..The boy's silvery giggles rang as merrily as
sleigh bells, his Christmas spirit undampened. "Not between, Mommy. Nobody could do that. I just ran where the rain wasn't.".A supply of ammunition lined the bottom of all
the dresser and bureau drawers, concealed by underwear and other garments. Junior appropriated a box of 9-mm. cartridges..When the two vertical panes of the casement
window were still less than seven inches apart, they stuttered. The mechanism produced a dismal grinding rasp that sounded like a guttural pronunciation of the problem
itself, c-c-c-corrosion, and seized up..He felt remarkably well when he arrived home: calm, proud of his quick thinking and stalwart action, pleasantly tired. He hadn't chosen
to kill again; this obligation had been thrust on him by fate. Yet he had proven that the boldness he'd shown on the fire tower, rather than being a transient strength, was a
deeply rooted quality..Standard decks of playing cards are machine packed, always in the same order, according to suits. You can absolutely count on the fact that each
deck you open will be assembled in precisely the same order as every other deck you have ever opened or ever will open..AS GREASY WITH FEAR sweat as a pig on a
slaughterhouse ramp, Junior woke from a nightmare that he could not remember. Something *is reaching for him-that's all he could recall, hands clutching at him out of the
dark-and then he was awake, wheezing. Night still pressed at the glass beyond the venetian blind. The pharmacy lamp in the comer was aglow, but the chair that had
been beside it was no longer there. It had been moved closer to Junior's bed..Missing windshield. Considering that the space was pinched by the crumpled roof, however,
and in light of Agnes's pregnancy and imminent second-stage labor, the severe contortions involved in this extraction would be too dangerous..Of course, he also might
have shot off his own thumbs as double insurance against being drafted and sent to Vietnam..Abruptly, Junior Cain turned away from the tower, from the body of his lost
love, dropped to his knees, and vomited. Vomited more explosively than he had ever done in the depths of the worst sickness of his life. Bitter, thick, grossly out of
proportion to the simple lunch that he had eaten, up came a dreadfully reeking vomitus. He was untroubled by nausea, but his abdominal muscles contracted painfully, so
tightly that he thought he would be cinched in two, and up came more, and still more, spasm after spasm, until he spewed a thin gruel green with bile, which surely had to
be the last of it, but was not, for here was more bile, so acidic that his gums burned from contact with it--Oh God, please no-still more. His entire body heaving. Choking as
he aspirated a piece of something vile. He squeezed his watering eyes shut against the sight of the flood, but he could not block out the stench..The second ring was
followed by a click, and then a familiar droning voice said, "Hello. I'm Thomas Vanadium-".In the present, long after the execution of Josef Krepp, half a block ahead, lay the
Lipscomb house. Beyond it, the Lampion place..As Edom crossed the threshold, moving outside to the landing at the top of the stairs, Jacob followed, proselytizing for his
faith: "Christmas Eve, 1940, St. Anselmo's Orphanage, San Francisco. Josef Krepp killed eleven boys, ages six through eleven, murdering them in their sleep and cutting a
different trophy from each-an eye here, a tongue there.".After an interminable silence, the detective said, "Do you know what believe about life, Enoch?".As they dropped
toward the surgical floor, the solemn sister said, "Another hypertensive crisis..In fifty years, until Angel, Tom had found no other like himself and now a second in little more
than a week. "I can't do what you did."."WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE MY BOYFRIEND?" asked Miss Velveeta, who had thus far shown no romantic inclinations.
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