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girlish. He would have made all sorts of a fool out of himself, anytime, just to hear it..As usual, Vanadium had spoken in a monotone, putting no special emphasis on those

two words. Yet Junior sensed that the detective harbored doubts about the explanation of the girl's death..When his search of the desk drawers was only half completed, the

telephone rang-not the usual strident bell, but a modulated electronic brrrrr. He had no intention of answering it..Opening his eyes blinking back his tears just as more

agonizing contractions knotted his abdomen, he could see ribbons of red in the watery green mess that gushed from him. Bright red. Gastric blood would be dark. This must

be pharyngeal blood. Unless an artery had ruptured in his stomach, torn by the incredible violence of these intransigent spasms, in which case he was puking his life

away..Paul set the nightstand down but waited, ready to shove the furniture into the stairwell if the swaddled gunman dared return..After taking a minute to steel himself,

Junior squatted next to the dead detective..Later, after they finished eating but were still sitting at the table over coffee, the conversation turned solemn, although for the

moment, the subject wasn't the late Harrison White. How long the two women and the girl must hide out, when and where they would be able to resume lives as normal as

might still be possible for them: These were the issues of the moment..He had nothing against Negroes. He didn't wish them ill. He wasn't prejudiced. Live and let live. He

believed that as long as they stayed with their own kind and abided by the rules of a polite society, like everyone else, they had a right to live in peace..Agnes knew now

why this prognostication had dismayed rather charmed her: If you dared to believe in the good fortune predicted he cards, then you were obliged to believe in the bad, as

well..Fortunately, he recognized his vulnerability. Until the evening reception for Celestina White, he must spend every hour of the day in calming activities, soothing himself

in order to ensure that he would be cool and effective when the time came to act..Vanadium's wounds were too grievous to pass for accidental injuries. Even if there were

some way to disguise them through clever staging, no one would believe that Victoria had died in a freak fall and that Vanadium, rushing to her side, had slipped and

tumbled and sustained mortal head injuries, as well. Such a strong whiff of slapstick would put even the Spruce Hills police on to the scent of murder..Even the

Shantung-softened lamplight blazed too bright and did not serve her well, so she switched it off and said, "Scoot over.".Barty whispered: "The North Pole Society of Not Evil

Adventurers is now in session.".Junior was less surprised by his sudden assault on Victoria than by the failure of the bottle to break. He was, after all, a new man since his

decision on the fire tower, a man of action, who did what was necessary. But the bottle was glass, and he swung forcefully, hard enough that it smacked her forehead with a

sound like a mallet cracking against a croquet ball, hard enough to put her out in an instant, maybe even hard enough to kill her, yet the Merlot remained ready to

drink..Rena was cheerful, short, and solid. Her waist measurement must have been two-thirds her height, and she favored floral dresses that emphasized her girth. With a

German accent and in a voice that always seemed about to dissolve in a great gale of mirth, she said, "Madchen lieb, you look like a Christmas candle to me.".But she

knew. Barty, buoyant as ever, seemed not to be much worried about the problem with his vision. He appeared to expect that it would pass like any sneezing fit or cold.."Is it

as bad as that?" Celestina wondered plaintively, though she knew the answer. "I love San Francisco. The city inspires my work. I've built a life here. Is it really as bad as

that?".She didn't hear gunfire this time, either, but the hard crack of splintering wood attested to the passage of at least two more bullets..The apartment had been furnished

with only two padded folding chairs and a bare mattress in the living room. The mattress was on the floor, without benefit of a bed frame or box springs..the sentences. The

substance of what she said and the tone in which she said it were so perfect that it almost seemed as though an angel had relieved her of this burden by possessing her

long enough to help her son understand what must happen and why..This was not the time to ponder the nature of the relationship between the treacherous Miss Bressler

and Vanadium. Junior had a bloody trail to cover, and precious time was ticking away..A siren in the city wailed toward St. Mary's. An ambulance. Through streets bustling

with hope, always this lament for the dying..gob of mucus in his throat. His face contorted with a misery that he did not have to fake, and he was astonished to feel tears

spring to his eyes..Junior tossed garments on the floor and across the bed to create the impression that the detective had packed with haste. After being imprudent enough

to blast Victoria Bressler five times with his service revolver-perhaps in a jealous rage, or perhaps because he had gone nuts-Vanadium would have been frantic to flee

justice..Piano music drifted into the restaurant from the adjacent bar, so soft and yet sprightly that it made the clink of silverware seem like music, too..Gifted with unusual

powers of visual observation, the girl was quick to notice the slightest changes in her world. The sparkling engagement ring on Celestina's left hand had not escaped her

notice..demons: hypodermoclysis ... intravenous oxytocin ... maintain perfect asepsis, and I mean perfect, at all times ... a few oral preparations of ergot as soon as it's safe

to give her anything by mouth.In his mind's eye, Junior saw the coin in transit of the blunt fingers, moving more swiftly than previously because its passage was lubricated

by blood.."New York City, March 25, 1911, the Triangle Shirtwaist factory fire-one hundred forty-six dead.".Junior vigorously scrubbed his corpse-licked cheek with one

hand. Then he scrubbed his hand against the musician's raincoat..Barty sat at the kitchen table, reading Between Planets. From time to time, Agnes discovered him

watching her at work or studying Maria's face and her dexterous hands..Playing with fire was fun when you didn't have to attempt to conceal the fact that it was arson..Alarm

contacts gleamed in the header, but the system wasn't currently activated.."That's not what they say," the boy replied with a giggle, for his extensive reading had introduced
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him to words that he and she agreed were not his to use..Jacob Isaacson--twin brother of Edom-knew nothing negative about Panglo, but he didn't trust him. If the mortician

had been caught prying gold teeth from the dead and carving satanic symbols in their buttocks, Jacob would have said, "It figures." If Panglo had saved bottles of infected

blood from diseased cadavers, and if one day he ran through town, splashing it in the faces of unsuspecting citizens, Jacob would not have raisers one eyebrow in

surprise..His musical abilities were most likely an offshoot of his more extraordinary talent for math. He said that music was numbers, and what he seemed to mean was

that he could all but instantly translate the notes of any song into a personal numerical code, retain it, and repeat the song by repeating the memorized sequence of code.

When he read sheet music, he saw arrangements of numbers..In addition to delivering a honey-raisin pear pie, Agnes had come to offer Obadiah Sepharad a year's

work-not performing magic, but talking about it..Every distorted shape, every smear of color, every swath of light and shudder of shadows resisted her attempts to relate

them to the world she knew, as if shimmering before her were the landscape of a dream..With a smudge of flour on one cheek, wiping her hands on a red-and-white

checkered dishtowel, Agnes answered the door, saw the car in the driveway, and said, "Paul! You're not walking?".Halted by the unmistakable meaning of the expressions

on these women's faces, Paul was grateful that Nellie was briefly stricken mute. He didn't believe he had the strength to receive the news that she had tried to

deliver..Requests for permission to make copies of any part of the work should be mailed to the following address:.Easter still lay a few weeks away, but already Celestina

had begun decorating more than a hundred baskets, so that nothing would need to be done at the last minute except add the candy. Her living room was a warren of

baskets, ribbons, bows, beads, bangles, shredded cellophane in green and purple and yellow and pink, and decorative little plush-toy bunnies and baby chicks..Her name

was Victoria Bressler, and she was an attractive blonde. She would never have been serious competition For Naomi, because Naomi had been singularly stunning, but

Naomi, after all, was gone..Finding nothing more of interest in the study, he considered searching the rest of the house..He squirmed deep under the covers, clamped a

plump pillow over his head to muffle the singing, and chanted, "Find the father, kill the son," until at last he fell exhausted into sleep..Sometimes Barty could be fierce in his

independence-his mother told him so-and now he rebuffed Angel too sharply. "I don't want to be waited on. I'm not helpless, you know. I can get sodas myself" By the time

he reached the doorway, he felt sorry for his tone, and he looked back toward where the window seat must be. "Angel?".Certain disbelief insulated her against immediate

surprise. She shook her head. "That's not possible."."Nature has no maternal instincts," Edom said quietly but with conviction. "To think otherwise is sheer sentimentality at

its worst. Nature is our enemy. She's a vicious killer.".He didn't allow himself to ponder why Vanadium had come here or what relationship might have existed between the

cop and Victoria. All that was for later consideration, after he had dealt with this unholy mess..That night her sleep was deeper than it had been in a long time, deep as she

had expected sleep would never be again, and she was not plagued by any dreams at all, not a dream of children suffering, nor of tumbling in a car along a rain-washed

street, nor of thousands of windblown dead leaves rattling-hissing along a deserted street and every leaf in fact a jack of spades..Thrilled by the music but unable to

understand a word of the play, he arranged German lessons with a private tutor..Besides, even before he had fully turned on his charm, before he had shown her that a ride

on the Junior Cain love machine would make other men seem forever inadequate, Renee was so hot for him that it might have been wise to open a bottle of champagne to

douse her when spontaneous combustion destroyed her Chanel suit..The nurse noted that the maximum weight capacity of the elevator allowed all of them to take the

same cab, if they didn't mind being squeezed a little..Consequently, he scheduled more time every day with the phone books. He had obtained directories for all nine

counties that, with the city itself, comprised the Bay Area.."And, listen, if you leave too soon behind me, I've got a guy watching, and he'll put a hollow-point thirty-eight in

your ass.".he had sat here with a pencil, making shopping lists. Now, instead of a pencil, there was the Italian-made .22 pistol.."If Phimie wasn't here," Celestina said, "and

then she came back, she was somewhere during that minute, wasn't she?".were a favorite pair when he was puttering around the house on weekends. "Oh," he said, "that

dog.".To celebrate, Junior went to a gallery and purchased the second piece of art in his collection. Not sculpture this time: a painting..The rain was colder than it had been

earlier, almost as icy as sleet. Or perhaps she was far hotter than before and felt the chill more keenly on her fevered skin. Each droplet seemed to hiss against her face, to

sizzle against her hands, with which she tightly gripped her swollen abdomen as if she could deny Death the baby that it had come to collect..Whereas the lone heart at the

center of the rectangular white field inspired amazement and delight in her brothers and in Maria, Agnes reacted to it with dread. She strove to mask her true feelings with a

smile as thin as the edge of a playing card..He was wrong about this. On the final Friday of every month, in sunshine and in rain, Junior routinely took a walking tour of the

six galleries that were his very favorites, browsing leisurely in each and chatting up the galerieurs, with a one-o'clock break for lunch at the St. Francis Hotel. This was a

tradition with him, and invariably at the end of each such day, he felt wonderfully cozy..Almost thirty years from the seminary--even farther from it if measured by degrees of

lost innocence, by miles of rough experience Tom Vanadium set out to kill a man. Given the chance to disarm Cain, given the opportunity to merely wound him, he would

nevertheless go for the head shot or the heart shot, play jury and executioner, play God, and leave to God the judgment of his stained soul..Junior's breath smoked from

him as if he contained a seething fire of his own. He felt a sheen of condensation arise on his face, cold and invigorating..Junior felt unspeakably violated. This was

outrageous: the inarguably personal, very private contents of his stomach, scooped into a plastic evidence bag, without his permission, without even his knowledge.."Well,

sure," said Mary, "without dying first. That would be the easy way to get there. I'm a Lampion, aren't I? Do we take the easy way, if we can avoid it? Did Daddy take the

easiest way up the oak tree?"."Oh, dear God," she whispered, and although she had always been a strong woman who stood on a rock of faith, who drew hope as well as

air with every breath, she was as weak now as the unborn child in her womb, sick with fear..Now that Tom knew what to look for, the gloom couldn't conceal the incredible

truth..Junior realized he was on the verge of babbling, and with an effort, he silenced himself..When he reached the Suburban and closed his right hand around the handle

on the driver's door, he felt something peculiar against his palm. A small, cold object balanced there..THE RAIN THAT HAD threatened to wash out the morning funeral

finally rinsed the afternoon, but by nightfall the Oregon sky was clean and dry. From horizon to horizon spread an infinity of icy stars, and at the center of them hung a bright

sickle moon as silver as steel.."As I explained, he might have thought I was you," Edom said, staring at the neatly ordered volumes on the nearby bookshelves..In July, she

went for a walk on the shore with Paul Damascus, expecting to do a little beachcombing, to watch the comical scurrying crabs. Somewhere between the seashells and the

crustaceans, however, he asked her if she could ever love him..Beseechingly, with no intention of intimacy, he took Celestina's hands in his. "For years, as an obstetrician, I
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brought life into the world, but I didn't know what life was, didn't grasp the meaning of it, that it even had meaning. Before Rowena, Harry, and Danny went down in that

airplane, I was already ... empty. After losing them, I was worse than empty. Celestina, I was dead inside. Phimie gave me hope. I can't repay her, but I can do something

for her daughter and for you, if you'll let me.".Focus, Caesar Zedd teaches, is the sole quality that separates millionaires from the flea-ridden, sore-pocked, urine-soaked

winos who five in cardboard boxes and discuss vintages of Ripple with their pet rats. Millionaires have it, winos don't. Likewise, nothing but the ability to focus separates an

Olympic athlete from a cripple who lost his legs in a car wreck. The athlete has focus, and the cripple doesn't. After all, Zedd notes, if the cripple had it, he would have been

a better driver, an Olympic athlete, and a millionaire..Five days later, on Barty's birthday morning, when Agnes and Edom were in the kitchen, making preparations for the

visits that had earned her the affectionate title of Pie Lady, Barty was in his highchair, eating a vanilla wafer lightly dampened with milk. Each time a crumb fell from the

cookie, the boy plucked it off the tray and neatly conveyed it to his tongue..For a moment, Junior was mystified. Vanadium's movements had the quality of ritual, vaguely

reminiscent of a priest raising high the Eucharist..If Junior had realized that they were driving only a block and a half, he wouldn't have followed them in the Mercedes. He

would have gone the rest of the way on foot. When he pulled to the curb again, a few car lengths behind the Buick, he wondered if he had been spotted..Three years ago, in

St. Mary's Hospital, with Phimie's warning fresh in her mind, Celestina swore that she would be ready when the beast came, but here he came, and she was as not ready

as possible. Time passes, the perception of a threat fades, life becomes busier, you work your butt off as a waitress, you graduate college, your little girl grows to be so

vital, so vivid, so alive that you know she just has to live forever, and after all, you are the daughter of a minister, a believer in the power of compassion, in the Prince of

Peace, confident that the meek shall inherit the earth, so in three long years, you don't buy a gun, nor do you take any training in self-defense, and somehow you forget that

the meek who will one day inherit the earth are those who forego aggression but are not those so pathetically meek that they won't even defend themselves, because a

failure to resist evil is a sin, and the willful refusal to defend your life is the mortal sin of passive suicide, and the failure to protect a little yellow M&M girl will surely buy you a

ticket to Hell on the same express train on which the slave traders rode to their own eternal enslavement, on which the masters of Dachau and old Joe Stalin traveled from

power to punishment, so here, now, as the beast throws himself against the door, as he shoves aside the barricade, with what precious little time you have left, fight. Junior

shoved through the blocked door, into the bedroom, and the bitch hit him with a chair. A small, slat-back side chair with a tie-on seat cushion. She swung it like a baseball

bat, and there must have been some Jackie Robinson blood in the White family line, because she had the power to knock a fastball from Brooklyn to the Bronx..To be fair,

with her exceptional beauty, she would have been the center of attention even in a gathering of real artists. Junior had little chance of getting at Seraphim's bastard boy

without going through this woman and killing her as well; but if his luck held and he could eliminate Bartholomew without Celestina realizing who had done the deed, then he

might yet have a chance to discover if she was as lubricious as her sister and if she was his heart mate..One of his favorite gifts for Christmas 1967 was a twelve-hole

chromatic harmonica with forty-eight reeds providing a full three-octave range. Even in his little hands, and with the limitations of his small mouth, this more sophisticated

instrument enabled him to produce full-bodied versions of any song that appealed to him..After poring through enough sensational newspaper accounts to be convinced that

the curse-casting reverend was undeniably dead, Junior had acquired four pieces of surprising information. Three were of vital importance to him...He knew for a fact that

Seraphim had died in childbirth. He had seen the gathering of Negroes at her funeral in the cemetery, the day of Naomi's burial. He had heard Max Bellini's message on the

maniac cop's Ansaphone..Junior suspected Magusson never had any client but himself. Fat fees motivated him, not justice..Exactly. The shock. The devastating loss.

Junior felt it now, anew, and was afraid he might betray himself with tears, although he seemed to be done with vomiting..A fine carpenter can wield a hammer with an

economy of movement and accuracy as elegant as the motions of a symphony conductor with a baton. A cop directing traffic can make a rough ballet out of the work.

However, of all the humble tasks that men and women can transform into visual poetry by the application of athletic agility and grace, clambering into a Dumpster holds the

least promise of beautification..Maria Gonzalez brought rice casseroles, homemade tamales, and chile rellenos. Daily, Jacob made cookies and brownies, always a new

variety, and in such volume that Maria's plates were heaped with baked goods each time they were returned to her..Tears burst from Junior, stinging torrents, a salt sea of

grief that blurred his vision and bathed his face in brine. "Get out of here, you disgusting, sick son of a bitch," he demanded, his voice simultaneously shaking with sorrow

and twisted by righteous anger. "Get out of here now, get out!"."Bartholomew, huh?" asked Wally as he piloted them through banks of earthbound clouds..The night that

followed might as well have been a night in Hell, though a hell in which Satan provided an electrolytically balanced beverage..The wink startled and baffled Edom. Oddly, he

thought of the mysterious, disembodied, and eternally unwinking eye in the floating pinnacle of the pyramid that was on the back of any one-dollar bill..Vanadium continued

in his characteristic drone, a tone at odds with the colorful content of his speech: "A man takes one look at his wife's body, starts to sweat harder than a copulating hog,

spews like a frat boy at the end of a long beer-chugging contest, and chucks till he chucks up blood-that's not the response of your average murderer.".He snatched the

woman's car keys off the pavement, slid behind the wheel of the Pontiac, and drove off to find a pharmacy, the only stop that he intended to make until he reached Spruce

Hills..Fortifying herself with more coffee, Jolene said, "Edom, you were going to tell us how Joey's coping with fatherhood."
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