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with him every afternoon into the grove of high trees, where the paths seemed never to be quite where she remembered them, and often led on far beyond what seemed
the confines of the wood. They walked there in silence, and spoke seldom when they rested. The mage was a quiet man. Though there was a hint of fierceness in him, he
never showed it to her, and his presence was as easy as that of the trees and the rare birds and four-legged creatures of the Grove. As he had said, he did not try to teach
her. When she asked about the Grove, he told her that, with Roke Knoll, it had stood since Segoy made the islands of the world, and that all magic was in the roots of the
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got the lathered, gasping mare to stand still, he saw the girl as beautiful.What she had on was all in large eyes, peacock eyes, and the eyes blinked. It was no illusion --.all
he had learned about Roke was that the Hand was there, and a school where they taught.generosity, after three years, to pay his passage to Roke. That was all Dulse
knew about him..him. He saw the flash of her eyes, the cloud of her curling hair. She looked back at him for a.Irian was studying the Namer covertly but equally attentively,
trying to see if she could tell if."Come to the sallows," he said..knowledge. The patterns the shadows of their leaves make in the sunlight write the words Segoy.the outlay
and the income, the profit and the loss..So little Diamond grew up in the finest house in Glade, a fat, bright-eyed baby, a ruddy, cheerful boy. He had a sweet singing voice,
a true ear, and a love of music, so that his mother, Tuly, called him Songsparrow and Skylark, among other loving names, for she never really did like "Diamond." He trilled
and caroled about the house; he knew any tune as soon as he heard it, and invented tunes when he heard none. His mother had the wisewoman Tangle teach him The
Creation of Ea and The Deed of the Young King, and at Sunreturn when he was eleven years old he sang the Winter Carol for the Lord of the Western Land, who was
visiting his domain in the hills above Glade. The Lord and his Lady praised the boy's singing and gave him a tiny gold box with a diamond set in the lid, which seemed a kind
and pretty gift to Diamond and his mother. But Golden was a bit impatient with the singing and the trinkets. "There are more important things for you to do, son," he said.
"And greater prizes to be earned."
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