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sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with

us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their talk happened upon the like

of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of an adventure that happened

to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had

need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I

told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..Awake, Asleep and, i. 5..?Story of

King Bekhtzeman..As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of

contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by

the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a

volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in

any single instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered into English,

without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and

Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One

Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest thanks..When Galen saw what appeared to him of

the [mock] physician's incapacity, he turned to his disciples and pupils and bade them fetch the other, with all his gear and drugs. So they brought him into his presence on

the speediest wise, and when Galen saw him before him, he said to him, 'Knowest thou me?' ' No,' answered the other, 'nor did I ever set eyes on thee before this day.'

Quoth the sage, 'Dost thou know Galen?' And the weaver said, 'No.' Then said Galen, 'What prompted thee to that which thou dost?' So he related to him his story and gave

him to know of the dowry and the obligation by which he was bound with regard to his wife, whereat Galen marvelled and certified himself of the matter of the dower..? ? ? ?

? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.113. Noureddin Ali and Sitt el Milah dcccclviii.? ? ? ? ? The railers for your loss pretend that I should patient be: 'Away!' I

answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the pain.'.49. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold dcii.77 The Draper and the Thief (234) dclxi.To his beloved one the lover's

heart's inclined, iii. 22..Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.With this the king bade

the vizier go away to his lodging, and when he arose in the morning, he abode his day in his house..Meanwhile, news came to his wife that her husband had taken service

with King Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two sons, (for she had given birth to twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts. As fate would have it, they

happened upon an island and her husband came thither that very night in the ship. [When the woman heard of the coming of the ship], she said to her children, 'This ship

cometh from the country where your father is; so go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire of him.' So they repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into the ship], fell to

playing about it and occupied themselves with their play till the evening..? ? ? ? ? Our stead, that late was desert, grew green and eke our trees, That barren were, grew

loaded with ripened fruits galore..? ? ? ? ? Ask mine eyes whether slumber hath lit on their lids since the hour of your loss Or if aye on a lover they've looked. Nay, an ye

believe not their tale,.My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, ii. 254..34. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshid and his Vizier Jaafer ccxcvi.Then said El Aziz

to the King of Baghdad, "I would fain speak a word to thee; but do thou not exclude from us those who are present. If thou consent unto my wish, that which is ours shall be

thine and that which is incumbent on thee shall be incumbent on us, (121) and we will be to thee a mighty aid against all enemies and opposites." Quoth Ins ben Cais, "Say

what thou wilt, O King, for indeed thou excellest in speech and attainest [the mark] in that which them sayest" So El Aziz said to him," I desire that thou give thy daughter

Mariyeh in marriage to my son El Abbas, for thou knowest that wherewithal he is gifted of beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and how he beareth himself

in the frequentation of the valiant and his constancy in the stead of smiting and thrusting." "By Allah, O king," answered Ins ben Cais, "of my love for Mariyeh, I have

appointed her disposal to be in her own hand; wherefore, whomsoever she chooseth of the folk, I will marry her to him.".When the druggist heard the singer's words, he was

certified of the case and knew that the calamity, all of it, was in his own house and that the wife was his wife; and he saw the shirt, whereupon he redoubled in certainty and

said to the singer, 'Art thou now going to her?' 'Yes, O my brother,' answered he and taking leave of him, went away; whereupon the druggist started up, as he were a

madman, and ungarnished his shop. (199) Whilst he was thus engaged, the singer won to the house, and presently up came the druggist and knocked at the door. The

singer would have wrapped himself up in the rug, but she forbade him and said to him, 'Get thee down to the bottom of the house and enter the oven (200) and shut the lid

upon thyself.' So he did as she bade him and she went down to her husband and opened the door to him, whereupon he entered and went round about the house, but

found no one and overlooked the oven. So he stood meditating and swore that he would not go forth of the house till the morrow..Razi (Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..So on the

morrow, early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had been stolen and gave it to the broker, who took

it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an old man of venerable

appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting."

Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the

place whence thou stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak him."

Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to himself.".? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou

overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".?STORY OF THE DETHRONED KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND

GOOD WERE RESTORED TO HIM..? ? ? ? ? If I must die, then welcome death to heal My woes; 'twere lighter than the pangs I feel..When this came to the king's

knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst he himself went out and overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head with his

mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and returning to his dwelling-place, went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that
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which betided her and committed her affair to God the Most High; and indeed she was used to serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin

her husband..The Third Night of the Month.?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..135. Jouder and his Brothers dcvi.? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the wine

of woe, turn from a love-sick maid, Who drinks her tears still, night and morn, thy bitter-flavoured bowl..Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, Jaafer

ben Yehya, and, i. 183..Now he had a friend, who pretended to quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to him privily and said to him, 'Let me do, so I may put

the change on this trickster, for I know him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay the money; but I will turn suspicion from thee and say to him, "The deposit is

with me and thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than myself," and so divert him from thee.' 'Do so,' replied the merchant, 'and rid the folk of their [false] debts.'.?

? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xl.109. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover ccccxxiv.Relief of God, Of the Speedy, i. 174..91. The

Schoolmaster who Fell in Love by Report ccccii.? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.Fair fall the maid whose loosened locks her cheeks do

overcloud! iii. 191..?THE TWELFTH OFFICER'S STORY..Then she discovered to him a part of her bosom, and when he saw her breasts, his reason took flight from his

head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair of any one to missay of my charms?" And he answered, "How shall any

missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said she, "Hath any the right to say of me that I am lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed him

forearms, as they were crystal; after which she unveiled to him a face, as it were a full moon breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to

missay of me [and avouch] that my face is pitted with smallpox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O my lady, what is it moveth thee to

discover unto me that lovely face and those fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter, may I be thy ransom!" And he recited

the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? All hearkening to my word, obeying my command, In whatsoever thing is pleasing to my sight..? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly fortune I weep!

my only joy In seeing thee consisteth and in thy seeing me..Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide, ii. 209..At this Queen Kemeriyeh was moved to exceeding delight

and drank off her cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!' Moreover, she took off a surcoat of blue brocade, fringed with red rubies, and a necklace of white jewels,

worth an hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Zelzeleh, who had in her hand sweet basil, and she said to Tuhfeh,

'Sing to me on this sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.2. The Fisherman and the Genie viii.? ? ? ? ?

Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye, What while the branches bend, what while the stars abide..? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course

appointed fare And lie thou down to sleep by night, with heart devoid of care;.? ? ? ? ? Could they who reproach me but see my sufferings, their hearts would relent; They'd

marvel, indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved ones bewail..? ? ? ? ? Though little, with beauty myself I've adorned; So the flowers are my subjects and I am their

queen..? ? ? ? ? O thou with love of whom I'm smitten, yet content, I prithee come to me and hasten to my side..? ? ? ? ? What strength have I solicitude and long desire to

bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and leave me to despair?.So she opened the door to him and brought him in. Then she seated him at the upper end of the room and

set food before him. So he ate and drank and lay with her and swived her. Then she sat down in his lap and they toyed and laughed and kissed till the day was half spent,

when her husband came home and she could find nothing for it but to hide the singer in a rug, in which she rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the place

disordered (194) and smelling the odour of wine, questioned her of this. Quoth she, 'I had with me a friend of mine and I conjured her [to drink with me]; so we drank a jar [of

wine], she and I, and she went away but now, before thy coming in.' Her husband, (who was none other than the singer's friend the druggist, that had invited him and fed

him), deemed her words true and went away to his shop, whereupon the singer came forth and he and the lady returned to their sport and abode on this wise till eventide,

when she gave him money and said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow in the forenoon.' 'It is well,' answered he and departed; and at nightfall he went to the bath..?STORY OF

THE FULLER AND HIS WIFE..King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dccoc.The Khalif smiled and said to his eunuch, "O

Mesrour, verily women are little of wit. I conjure thee, by Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?" ["Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered Mesrour] Quoth

the Lady Zubeideh, laughing from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy jesting? Is it not enough that Aboulhusn is dead, but thou must kill my slave-girl also and

bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?" "Indeed," answered the Khalif, "it is Nuzhet el Fuad who is dead." And Zubeideh said, "Indeed he hath not been with thee,

nor hast thou seen him, and none was with me but now but Nuzhet el Fuad, and she sorrowful, weeping, with her clothes torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a

hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and indeed I was awaiting thy coming, so I might condole with thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el Khelia, and was about to send

for thee." The Khalif laughed and said, "None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead but Aboulhusn."."He shall not come in to me. Who is at

the door, other than he?" "Heman ben Ghalib el Ferezdec," (55) answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith, glorying in adultery ..." [And he repeated the following

verses:]
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