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was alone in the castle hall. Jack and Lea had already left. Amos ran to the mirror just in time.The cause of this high morale rests with one programmer in our department,

Morris Hazeldorf, the.Only three months to go! His children had often asked him why a young man in his prime would turn his back on everything familiar and exchange

twenty years of his life for a one-way journey to Alpha Centauri. They had good reason, since their futures had been decided more than a little by his decision. Most of the
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the break in the tension..CENTRAL ARENA -.hair style..and opened his eyes sleepily. After a while he sat up..where you do fall down is in Notional Content and Originality.

There you could do better.".Amos and the prince began to brush the snow from a lump on the ground, and beneath the white.shines like a silver-gray stream. Yon press the

knob down to get closer, and drop with a giddy swoop;.standardize their product This can be done, but it tends to eliminate from fiction these idiosyncratic.Take it."Do you

mean it?" Barry asked, marveling over Marvin's tattoo as they shook hands. He managed to ask the question without in the least seeming to challenge Marvin Kolodny's

authority..Hinda's eyes followed nun down the path until she counted even ' the shadows of trees as his own. When she was certain he was gone, she opened the cottage

door and went in. The cottage was suddenly close and dark, filled with the musk of deer..when they reached the bottom the sun was nowhere in sight, and they had a good

half hour until.vra."Though, truly," said Amos, glancing at the ceiling, "I had a friend once named Billy Belay, an old sailor with a wooden leg, I used to play jackstraws with.

When he would go upstairs to bis room."Hi," said the girl in a tone intended to convey a worldly-wise satiety but achieved no more than."That's right," said Jack. "And nearer

than you think is a great, grey, dull, tangled, boggy, and baleful swamp. The first piece is at the bottom of a luminous pool in the center. But it is so grey there that the grey

man would blend completely in with the scenery and never get out again. Up this one is a mountain so high that the North Wind lives in a cave there. The second piece of

the mirror is on the highest peak of that mountain. It is so windy there, and the grey man is so thin, he would be blown away before he was halfway to the top. Two leagues

short of over there, where the third piece is, there stretches a garden of violent colors and rich perfume where black butterflies glisten on the rims of pink marble fountains,

and bright vines weave in and about The only thing white in the garden is a silver-white unicorn who guards the last piece of the mirror. Perhaps the grey man could get that

piece himself, but he will not want to, I know, for lots of bright colors give him a headache.".244.The grey eyes widened, and all the mouths opened once more..Selene sent

it out of reach with a swift kick of her left foot "You'll have to learn."."There are times," said Amos, "when it is better to know only the reward and not the dangers.".They

circled so high they cleared the clouds, and once again the stars were like diamonds dusting the velvet night. He flew so long that at last the sun began to shoot spears of

gold across the horizon; and when the ball of the sun had rolled halfway over the edge of the sea, he settled one foot on a crag to the left, his other foot on the pinnacle to

the right, and bent down and set them on the tallest peak in the middle..Robert F. Young has written thirty-nine stories for F&SF over the years, and we can think

of.184.happened. Pauline Kael's Movie Loon is another such fiction; these little creatures we send scurrying.18.recognized that the room was chilling..frog, but it was

neither. It was human. It waddled on all fours like an enormous toad..From their expressions, it was plain that neither Song nor McKillian had thought of it.graveyard were

edible by humans. Fats, starches, proteins; all identical to the ones we brought along.."Good," said Amos. "Oh, but one more thing. You say it is windy there. I shall need a

good supply of rope, then, and perhaps you can spare a man to go with me. A rope is not much good if there is a person only on one end. If I have someone with me, I can

hold him if he blows off and he can do the same for me." Amos turned to the sailors. "What about that man there? He has a rope and is well muffled against tbe wind."
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