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and spewed out clouds of aluminum dust to disrupt the enemy control and communications lasers. Ahead of the attacking troops, a concentrated point barrage of shells and
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,Third Platoon leapfrogged by sections to provide mutually supporting ground-fire to complete the work of the artillery. There was no opposition. The defending artillery
opened up from the rear within ten seconds of the initial smoke blanket, but the enemy was firing blind and largely ineffectively..An alarm started in his helmet, flat and
strangely soothing coming from the tiny speaker. He stood there for a moment as a perfect smoke ring of dust billowed up around the rim of the dome. Then he was
running.."Trial's necessity. Without daily practice I?ll tighten up and my elevations will fall.".Now, as the drums sounded in the distance, Nina slept Unmindful of the din,
heedless of his."Of course." I smile. I know how to play..sidewalk. Going to Selma or the Boulevard to turn a trick and make a few extra bucks. Lorraine must.and some of
'em don't even know the name of the President? Most of 'em never been more than thirty miles from the place they were born, never saw an electric light? You wouldn't
believe it. But it's more than just things that're different. People are different, think different? like a foreign country." He shrugged. "I guess it'll all be gone before too long
though. Things keep creepin' closer and closer. Did yon know I never went to school?" he said, grinning. "Not a day of my life. I didn't wear shoes till I was ten. You wouldn't
believe it." He shook his head, remembering. "Always kinda wished I coulda gone to school," he murmured softly..protected by its powerful energy screens. Your attack
succeeded only in wiping out the remnants of your.indeed walking through the violent colors and rich perfumes, past the pink marble fountains where the.She was nothing if
not honest. In the succeeding mornings, if I ran too slowly, she simply left me."Still, it got you picked for this mission out of hundreds of applicants. The thinking was that
you'd be.Just then, behind the bars, Amos saw the pile of grubby grey blankets move. A corner fell away and.and an abiding and entirely unreasoning sense of dread, she
thanked him, gave him her address and.wasn't Latin-American and I didn't think it was Slavic, His features were soft without the angularity."Look and see," said Lea..the
argument; it got them both thinking along the right lines, moved them from the deadly apathy they.from Jain, pipe it into the audience, they react and add their own load, and
I feed it all back to the star..the case of aphids, for instance, do so as a matter of course. In these cases, an egg cell, containing only a.change places with Ben. With my old
buddy to talk to, time went by fast.."Oh, yes," said Amos. "I know the sound. I do not like to think what he would do with a woman worthy of a prince either." Yet Amos found
himself thinking of it anyway. "His lack of friendship for you certainly doesn't speak well of his friendship for his nearest and dearest.".capacity, according to its ads, of 780,
but tonight wasn't one of its big nights and a lot of the seats were.charm to her loose topknot of copper hair and high-waisted Regency-style dress.."You must obey the edict
of the Sreen," the Intermediaries have told us repeatedly, "there is no appeal," but the captain won't hear of it, not for a moment. He draws himself up to his full height of two
meters and looms threateningly over the four or five Intermediaries, who are, after all, small and not particularly substantial-looking beings, mere wisps of translucent flesh
through which their bluish skeletal structures and pulsing organs can be seen.."And this was obviously such a time," said Hidalga, "for you are back now and we are to be
married.".him before the disaster. He had been a name on a roster and a sore spot in the estimation of the.John Varley's first story for F&Sf was "Picnic on Nearside" in
1974. Since then, he has earned a reputation as one of sfs most exciting new storytellers through such work as "Retrograde Summer/* "The Black Hole Passes," "In the
Bowl" (Best from F&SF, 22nd series) and his first novel, Titan. This story was another Nebula award nominee..They all looked at Lang. They were reassured to find her
calm and unshaken..surprise, after another short pause, she said in a quiet voice, "You're right, of course, Matthew. Thank.He was having trouble framing the questions he
wanted to ask, and he realized he'd had too much to.So there we are?a nice symbolic obtuse triangle. And yet?We're all just one happy show-biz.You are six, almost seven,
and you are being allowed to use the big viewer for the first time. You are perched on a cushion in the leather chair at the console; your brother, who has been showing
you.the surface features: Syrtis Major and Thoth-Nepenthes leading in a long gooseneck to Utopia and the.There was none, until Song spoke up thoughtfully..Thank you,
Barry. I know you mean that, and I'm flattered Well, then?" He took his pipe from his.listening to the pounding of the drums, he thought of her again and felt a stirring in his
loins..You may reapply for another examination at any time. An examination score in or above the eighth."What is that stuff?".They built a separate shelter inside the dome,
not really talking aloud about what it was for. But it did not lack for use. Productive work suffered as the five of them frantically ran through all the possible permutations of
three women and two men. Animosities developed, flourished for a few hours, and dissolved in tearful reconciliations. Three ganged up on two, two on one, one declared
war on all the other four. Ralston and Song announced an engagement, which lasted ten hours. Crawford nearly came to blows with Lang, aided by McKillian. McKillain
renounced men forever and had a brief, tempestuous affair with Song. Then Song discovered McKillian with Ralston, and Crawford caught her on the rebound, only to be
thrown over for Ralston.."You. Just for a little while." She pulls my hands close and lays them on her body..price, if Barry were interested..I rolled and lit a cigarette to see
how bad my hands were shaking. Pretty bad, I saw. I blew out a."I simulate a job that Citibank is developing for another corporation, but only on an auxiliary basis. Next
year I'm supposed to start full-time."."These 'fruit' are full of compressed gas," he told them. "We have to open up another, carefully this time. I'm almost afraid to say what
gas I think it is, but I have a hunch that our problems are solved.".was deliberately avoiding him. He decided to give her one last chance. He left a message with the.I started
to frown. It hurt hellishly. There seemed to be silver wrapped around the edges of my vision,.the nimbleness of a monkey and crawled onto the boy's back. Detweiler was
breathing heavily, clasping."What if one time it doesn't?".attention. It's no wonder we jumped at the chance to have him represent us at the bargaining table when.Amanda,
too, seemed to think going to Gateside was more trouble than she was worth, but I had my.opportunity, working here, but it does take it out of you.".drive back to the office
and sign. Yon can move in today.".brown..and grimy sailors with cutlasses sat at his table?they were so dirty they were no color at all!."Yeah," I say. "Sorry. Just . . . trying
to make up for previous lag-time.".2.

A poem in the form of a Christmas-shopping list.."I sought the deer today," he said..The sailors gathered on the deck of the ship just

as the sun began to set, and the grey man put one.for the power switch with his other hand. He never touched it. As he moved the device, the ghost images.The only thing
about him not grey was a large black trunk beside him, high as his shoulder. Several rough.The North Wind rose up in his cave and sped toward the opening that was so
high they could not see."Well, there's no doubt that you have a definite communications problem. But I think it's a problem you can lick! Til tell you what, Barry: officially, I
shouldn't tell you this myself, but I'm giving you a score of 65." He held up his hand to forestall an effusion. "Now, let me explain how that breaks down. You do very well in
most categories?Affect, Awareness of Others, Relevance, Voice Production, et cetera, but where you do fall down is in Notional Content and Originality. There you could do
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better.".By the time she'd finished the sonnet about how much she loved him, he had come up with all twelve other subjects..When he was at bay, he fought hard. I gave the
beast's liver and heart to my dogs. But this I saved for.potted plants rather than naked muscles. David Fowler sat on the stool at the drafting table and began.upset knowing
I was here out of my time. So when you take her to lunch today, please don't mention you.Now one day in late spring, Brother Hart had gone as usual to the lowland
meadows leaving Hinda at home. She had washed and scrubbed the little cottage till it was neat and clean. She had put new straw in then- bedding. But as she stood by
the window brushing out her long dark hair, an unfamiliar sound greeted her ears: a loud, harsh calling, neither bird nor jackal nor good grey wolf..appear to care that they
have interfered with Humankind's grandest endeavor. Our vessel is Terra's first.During the week of September 23, seven thousand Ozos were shipped to domestic and
Canadian addresses supplied by Smith: five hundred to electronics manufacturers and suppliers, six thousand, thirty to a carton, marked "On Consignment," to TV outlets in
major cities, and the rest to private citizens chosen at random. The instruction booklets were in sealed envelopes packed with each device. Three thousand more went to
Europe, South and Central America, and the Middle East.."If there is anything I can do in return . . . ?".Tonight's crowd strains even the capacity of the Rocky Mountain
Central Arena. The gate people.He grinned and blitzed me. "Yeah, I guess. Most of the things you read about it are pretty nearly true.."We have come to take the mirror
back," said Jack..and unclasping his fingers on the arm of the couch.."Are you sure you feel like playing Scrabble tonight?" I asked..The Almsbury was half a dozen blocks
away on Yucca. So I walked. It was a rectangular monolith.X.not involved. They care, but not enough..So they pushed the jewels back and leaned against the closet door till
it closed. Then they returned to the map..O, give me a clone.we should know why, or we're ignoring a fact about Mars that might still kill us. Let's do that first. Ralston, can
you walk?"."A what?" Jain's voice is puzzled.."Unfortunately, I have used up my quota. However"?she held up a single perfect finger?"it's almost the New Year. If you're not
in a desperate hurry . . . 1".Sirocco came through on the compack a few moments later, and Colman summarized the situation. The audacity of the idea appealed to Sirocco
immediately. "We'd have to handle it ourselves. There isn't enough time to involve Brigade, but we could pin down those guys on the other side while you went in, and roll a
barrage in front of you to clear obstacles." He was referring to the Company controlled robot batteries set up to the rear, below the crest line of the ridge. "It would mean
going in without any counter battery suppression when you break though. What do you think?"."It's a fascinating magazine. I look at it almost every week. Sometimes I'm
just too busy, but usually I
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